Introduction
Fishes of the cyprinid genus Garra Hamilton, 1822 are widely distributed from Africa, the Middle East, the Arabian Peninsula, and South and Southeast Asia through southern China (Banister 1987; Talwar & Jhingran 1991; Zhang et al. 2000; Kottelat 2001; Kullander & Fang 2004; Stiassny & Getahun 2007) . The genus is characterized by an elongate and subcylindrical body, a crenulated rostral fold, and the lower lip expanded posteriorly to form either an ovoid or circular callous pad or suctorial disc with a crescentic anteromedian fold (Talwar & Jhingran 1991; Stiassny & Getahun 2007; . Many species of Garra live in the swiftly-flowing waters of mountain streams and rivers, where they commonly adhere to the surface of rocks on the bottom by the oral suctorial disc and extended paired fins (Li et al. 2008) .
A morphologically closely-resembling genus Placocheilus was erected by Wu (in Wu et al. 1977) and has been treated as valid mainly by Chinese researchers (e.g., Chu & Cui 1989; Zhu 1995; Zhang et al. 2000 Zhang 2005a; Chen et al. 2006; Chen et al. 2012) while others (Kottelat 2001; Zhou et al. 2005; Li et al. 2008) have treated it as a junior synonym of Garra. Recently, Kottlelat (2013) tentatively recognized Placocheilus as valid in his catalog of inland fishes of Southeast Asia. According to , Zhang (2005a) and Chen et al. (2012) , Placocheilus can be distinguished from Garra by 1) anteromedian fold of the mental disc transversely narrow (vs. wider in Garra); 2) two rows of pharyngeal teeth (vs. 3 rows in Garra); 3) the third neural arch with a ventrolateral process (vs. without ventrolateral process in Garra); and 4) the pleural rib of the fourth vertebra is shorter than the height of the fourth neural arch plus its spine (vs. longer than the height plus its spine in Garra). However, since these characters have never been fully or extensively investigated throughout members of Garra, as well as the recent discovery of a species partially sharing diagnostic characters of the both genera listed above, Placocheilus dulongensis (see details in Chen et al. 2012) , we treat Placocheilus as a junior synonym of Garra for the present.
River, Tungsun Village, Thung Chang District, Nan Province, Thailand (19°27'42"N, 100°52'37"E) Data from the following references were used as sources of Garra species possessing barbels in comparison to G. waensis (relevant species given in parentheses) : Banister, 1987 
